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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims : 

1 . (currently amended) A method of dispensing and administ e ring medications and issuing 
medioal/gurgioal supplies using a device communicating with a central database comprising the steps of : 

^a) inputting information about selecting a patient te using the device for whom at l e ast on e 

m e dication may b e disp e ns e d and administ e r e d ; 

selecting one of medications and supplies: 
and in the case of medications: 
(b) dispensing the at least one medication to the patient by inputting information about th e at 
le a s t - on e m e dication to using the device at a first location : and 

(e) saving creating a record of the at least one medication dispensed to the patient selected; 

(d) inputting information - about a pati e nt to th e d e vic e for whom at leant on e m e dical/ o urgioal 

supply may b e issu e d; 

and in the case of supplies: 

(e) issuing the at least one modioal/ourgioal supply to the patient by inputting information 
about th e at l e ast on e modioal/ourgical supply to using the device at a second location : and 

if) saving the issuing of at least one medical/surgical supply to the patient selected. 

2. (currently amended) The method as claimed in claim 1 wherein the creating a records avkte 
step (6)-results in the automatic deduction of the at least one medication from an inventory list saved on 
the c e ntral database. 

3. (currently amended) The method as claimed in claim 2 wherein the automatic deduction 
triggers an automatic reordering of the at least one medication from the central database if the automatic 
deduction results in the inventory listing for that medication being less than a predetermined level 
assigned on the database for that medication. 
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4. (currently amended) The method as claimed in claim 3 wherein the creating a records avH^ 
step results in the automatic charging of the cost of the at least one medication to an invoice saved on the 
central database for the patient selected. 

5. (currently amended) The method as claimed in claim 4 wherein the saving step (^results in 
the automatic deduction of the at least one m e dioal/ s urgioal -supply from an inventory list saved on the 
c e ntral database . 

6. (currently amended) The method as claimed in claim 5 wherein the automatic deduction 
triggers an automatic reordering of the at least one m e dieal/ s uF g ical -supply from the c e ntral database if 
the automatic deduction results in the inventory listing for that m e dical/Gurgioal supply being less than a 
predetermined level assigned on the database for that m e dical/surgical supply. 

7. (currently amended) The method as claimed in claim 6 wherein the saving step results in the 
automatic charging of the cost of the at least one m e dical/surgical supply to an invoice saved on the 
central database for the patient selected. 

8. (currently amended) The method as claimed in claim 7 additionally comprising the step of 
logging the user onto the c e ntral -database by inputting information to the device. 

9. (currently amended) The method as claimed in claim 8 wherein the step of logging the user 
onto the c e ntral database is accomplished by scanning a user barcode assigned to the user. 

10. (currently amended) The method as claimed in claim 8 wherein the step of logging the user 
onto the central database is accomplished by typing a user ID and password on a menu of the device. 

1 1 . (currently amended) The method as claimed in claim 8 wherein the step of dispensing the-at 
least one medication to the patient is done by scanning bar codes associated with the at least one 
medication. 



00512635.DOC 



-5- 



Appl.No.: 09/998,121 

Docket No.: DB000970-000 

Amdt. Dated: 2/6/2004 

Reply to Office action of 08 October 2003 

12. (currently amended) The method as claimed in claim 8 wherein the step of dispensing the-at 
least one medication to the patient is done by selecting the at least one medication from a menu on the 
device. 

13. (currently amended) The method as claimed in claim 8 wherein the step of issuing the-at least 
one mcdical/aurgicQl supply to the patient is done by scanning bar codes associated with the at least one 
medical/surgical supply. 

14. (currently amended)The method as claimed in claim 8 wherein the step of issuing the-at least 
one mcdicQl/surgical supply to the patient st^ is done by selecting the at least one medical/surgical 
supply from a menu on the device. 

15. (currently amended) A method of issuing medical/surgical supplies at one location using a 
device capable of dispensing and administering medication at another location and issuing 
medical/surgical suppli es in communication with a c e ntral databas e, comprising 4b e- st e p s of : 

(a) recording the identity of the supply location; 

(^ selecting a patient for whom at least one medical/surgical suppli e s supply will be issued; 

(e) issuing at least one medical/surgical supply; and 

(d) saving the at least one medical/surgical supply issued to the patient selected. 

16. (currently amended) The method as claimed in claim 15 wherein the saving step results in the 
automatic deduction of the at least one medical/surgical supply from an inventory list saved on athe 
c e ntral database. 

17. (currently amended) The method as claimed in claim 16 wherein the automatic deduction 
triggers an automatic reordering of the at least one medical/surgical from the central database if the 
automatic deduction results in the inventory listing for that supply being less than a critical level assigned 
on the database for that supply. 

1 8. (currently amended) The method as claimed in claim 17 wherein the saving step results in the 
automatic charging of the cost of the at least one medical/surgical supply to an invoice saved on the 
centokJatabase for the patient selected. 
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19. (currently amended) The method as claimed in claim 18 additionally comprising the step of 
logging the user onto the eefrtpaWatabase through a menu on the device. 

20. (currently amended) The method as claimed in claim 19 wherein the step of logging the user 
onto the c e ntral database is accomplished by scanning a user barcode assigned to the user. 

21. (currently amended) The method as claimed in claim 19 wherein the step of logging the user 
onto the eenfeal-database is accomplished by typing a user ID and password on a menu of the device. 

22. (original) The method as claimed in claim 18 wherein the step of recording the identity of the 
supply location is done by scanning a bar code associated with the supply location. 

23. (original) The method as claimed in claim 18 wherein the step of selecting a patient for 
whom at least one medical/surgical supply will be issued is done by selecting a patient fi-om a menu of 
the device. 

24. (original) The method as claimed in claim 18 wherein the step of issuing at least one 
medical/surgical supply is done by scanning bar codes associated with the at least one medical/surgical 
supply to be issued. 

25. (original) The method as claimed in claim 18 wherein the step of issuing the at.least one 
medical/surgical supply is done by selecting the at least one medical/surgical supply from a menu on the 
device. 

26. (currently amended) A method of issuing medical/surgical supplies at one location using a 
device capable of dispensing and administering medication at a another location and issuing 
m e dical/surgicol suppli e s in communication with a central database , comprising th e s t e ps of : 

(a) recording the identity of the supply location; 

(b) inputting information about a patient to the device for whom at least one medical/surgical 
supply will be issued; 

(e) selecting a supply folder from a menu of the device; 
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(e) issuing at least one medical/surgical supply; and 

(d) saving the at least one medical/surgical supply issued to the patient selected. 

27. (currently amended) The method as claimed in claim 26 wherein the saving step results in the 
automatic deduction of the at least one medical/surgical supply from an inventory list saved on athe 
c e ntral database. 

28. (currently amended) The method as claimed in claim 273^ wherein the automatic deduction 
triggers an automatic reordering of the at least one medical/surgical supply from the c e ntral database if 
the automatic deduction results in the inventory listing for that supply being less than a critical level 
assigned on the database for that supply. 

29. (currently amended) The method as claimed in claim 28 wherein the saving step results in the 
automatic charging of the cost of the at least one medical/surgical supply to an invoice saved on the 
central database for the patient selected. 

30. (currently amended) The method as claimed in claim 29 additionally comprising the step of 
logging the user onto the eefitoWatabase through a menu on the device. 

31. (currently amended) The method as claimed in claim 30 wherein the step of logging the user 
onto the c e ntral database is accomplished by scanning a user barcode assigned to the user. 

32. (currently amended) The method as claimed in claim 30 wherein the step of logging the user 
onto the c e ntral database is accomplished by typing a user ED and password on a menu of the device. 

33. (original) The method as claimed in claim 30 wherein the step of recording the identity of the 
supply location is done by scanning a bar code associated with the supply location. 

34. (original) The method as claimed in claim 30 wherein the step of inputting information about 
a patient is done by selecting a patient from a menu of the device. 
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35. (original) The method as claimed in claim 30 wherein the step of issuing at least one 
medical/surgical supply is done by scanning bar codes associated with the at least one medical/surgical 
supply. 

36. (original) The method as claimed in claim 30 wherein the step of issuing at least one 
medical/surgical supply is done by selecting the at least one medical/surgical supply from a menu of the 
device. 



37. (currently amended) A method of dispensing and odminiotering medication and issuing 
medical/surgical supplies using a device in communication with a c e ntral database, comprising^ 
ef: 

(a) selecting a patient from the menu of the device; for whom at l e ast one medication will b e 
itsau e d and in the case of medications: 

(b) selecting a medication folder from a menu of the device for whom at l e ast on e- m e dication 
will b e di s p e n se d and administ e r e d ; 

(e) inputting information to the device about the at least one medication to be dispensed and 
administered; 

(d) scanning a patient ID bar code associated with the selected patient at a first location : and 

(e) saving the at least one medication to the patient selected; 
and in the case of supplies: 

(f) recording the identity of a supply location; 

(g) s e l e cting a pati e nt from a m e nu of th e d e vic e for-whom at l e a s t on e m e dical/ s urgiori 

supply will b e issu e d; 

(h) selecting a supply folder from a menu of the device; 

(i) issuing at least one medical/surgical supply at a second location ; and 

(}) saving the issuing of at least one medical/surgical supply to the patient selected. 

38. (currently amended) The method as claimed in claim 37 wherein the saving the at least one 
medication steppe) results in the automatic deduction of the at least one medication from an inventory list 
saved on the c e ntral database. 
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39. (currently amended) The method as claimed in claim 38 wherein the automatic deduction 
triggers an automatic reordering of the at least one medication from the central database if the automatic 
deduction results in the inventory listing for that medication being less than a critical level assigned on the 
database for that medication. 

40. (currently amended) The method as claimed in claim 39 wherein the saving the at least one 
medicatioiLStep-(e) results in the automatic charging of the cost of the at least one medication to an 
invoice saved on the c e ntral database for the patient selected. 

41 . (currently amended) The method as claimed in claim 40 wherein the saving the issuing of at 
least one medical/surgical supply step results in the automatic deduction of the at least one 
medical/surgical supply from an inventory list saved on the eentral-database. 

42. (currenriy amended) The method as claimed in claim 41 wherein the automatic deduction 
triggers an automatic reordering of the at least one medical/surgical supply from the c e ntra l-database if 
the automatic deduction results in the inventory listing for that supply being less than a critical level 
assigned on the database for that supply. 

43. (currently amended) The method as claimed in claim 42 wherein the saving the issuing of at 
least one medical/surgical supply step results in the automatic charging of the cost of the at least one 
medical/surgical supply to an invoice saved on the central database for the patient selected. 

44. (currently amended) The method as claimed in claim 43 additionally comprising the step of 
logging the user onto the control database through a menu on the device. 

45. (currently amended) The method as claimed in claim 44 wherein the step of logging the user 
onto the c e ntral database is accomplished by scaiming a user barcode assigned to the user. 

46. (cunrently amended) The method as claimed in claim 44 wherein the step of logging the user 
onto the c e ntral -database is accomplished by typing a user ID and password on a menu of the device. 
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47. (original) The method as claimed in claim 43 wherein the step of inputting information to the 
device about at least one medication to be dispensed and administered is done by scanning bar codes 
associated with the at least one medication. 

48. (original) The method as claimed in claim 43 wherein the step of inputting information to the 
device about at least one medication to be dispensed and administered is done by selecting the at least one 
medication firom a menu of the device. 

49. (original) The method as claimed in claim 43 wherein the step of recording the identity of a 
supply location is done by scanning with a device a bar code associated with the supply location. 

50. (original) The method as claimed in claim 43 wherein the step of issuing at least one 
medical/surgical supply is done by scanning bar codes associated with the at least one medical/surgical 
supply. 

5 1 . (currently amended) The method as claimed in claim 43 wherein the step of issuing at least 
one medical/surgical supply is done by selecting the at least one medical/surgical supply from a menu of 
the device s canning bar codes asGooiat e d with the at l e ast on e m e dical/surgical supply . 

52. (currently amended) A device for dispensing and administering medications and issuing 
medical/supply items comprising: 

a barcode scanner for reading information; 
a touch screen; 

a radio communications unit for transmitting information; and 

a processor in communication with said scanner, touch screen and communications unit, said 
processor being programmed to enable the device to perform the following functions: dispensing 
medications, administering medications and issuing medical/surgical supplies at different locations . 

53. cancelled 
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